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SCOTT GADD - Royal Agricultural Society of Tasmania.
Scott is the CEO of the Royal Agricultural Society of
Tasmania (RAST). Hobart's first agricultural show was
held in 1822 and was organised by the Van Diemen’s
Land Agricultural Society. It was a modest gathering
where farmers showcased their best produce, livestock
and home crafts. They proudly compared skills and
innovations. Today the Show offers something for
everyone, with a diverse program over three days. For
children, there are rides, showbags, fairy floss and now,
“Paw Patrol”.

In recent years, while the Glenorchy Showgrounds
undergo major redevelopments, the Show has found a temporary home at the
Regatta Grounds. Despite the temporary change of venue, the spirit of the Royal
Hobart Show remains a celebration of Tasmanian life.

Scott has been the CEO of RAST since the Society’s reorganisation in 2019. Under his
leadership, RAST has undergone significant changes, including transition to a new
governance structure and the expansion of its interests into various fields, including
power services and housing development. Scott’s role involves overseeing the
Society’s activities, including the Royal Hobart Show, which is a key event for the
agricultural sector. His expertise and leadership are instrumental in shaping the future
of the Society and all its events.




MORE FROM SCOTT GADD .....

Scott loves to ‘get out’ and talk S
to people about what is hap- b’ .
pening at the Showgrounds ;
after 15years of revamping.
The perceptions of the Show
seem to be negative, but it is
an important location for all
that is happening in Agricul-
ture. Scott claims the RAST is
the oldest agricultural society
in Australia, the current freehold site started in 1904 which is six months older than the Sydney
Show. Having just passed 200 years of “Showing to the public”, the re-imagining of the Show is
in place, but it is a slow process. Planning for years was ‘ad hoc’ and poorly organised. In 2013 a
masterplan was devised with Stage 3 underway to improve the Showgrounds. Stage 4 will incor-
porate housing but this all takes money and it is being sourced from many locations. $42 million
was set aside and it is currently part of the progress works with changes fully approved but not
fully funded. On housing, the Glenorchy Council approval is being worked on, but amendments
take time and gives rise to much frustration. Similarly the Battery Energy Storage System (BESS),
is a huge work in progress with a $14m investment which is a model supporting the community
in all facets, use, sharing and rental space. There is a need to be competitive to invest in the
Show productively. RAST has to look to see what worked in the past and what will work in the
future. Things like new pavilions, new spaces, 100 motor home sites. Safety areas, like a hostel
for those exhibitors who need to be on site for the Show’s duration (44 beds). A new site for
woodchopping, a ‘Cattlemen’s Bar’, office space for many groups to use the function area,
changerooms with flexible options and chill-out zones. These are not easy tasks with the red-
tape journey, a new public road, lights, power outlets, storm water upgrade along with carpark-
ing spaces.
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LOOKING TO THE FUTURE IN THE PLANNING. The master plan looked impressive with commer-
cial tenants and rental opportunities, a bigger exhibition space, cafes and many toilets with disa-
bility facilities is a huge endeavour.

Being a non-profit organisation demands careful planning for community use. Scott showed a
drone video of the location as it is today, his talk and the video prompted a variety of questions
We wish Scott and his team all the very best as they work through the masterplan and hopefully
all will be in place for the 2027 deadline.

VALE PETER BURBURY ..... Itis with great sadness,
we learned yesterday, of the passing of Honorary Member
Peter Burbury. Peter was a member of the Kangaroo Bay RC
when it folded in 2013. Rather than joining several other
KBRC members who transferred to our Club, Peter chose to
be an Honorary Member from that time until the present.
Peter was a very friendly and committed Rotarian who en-
joyed joining in our Club activities where possible. Our best
wishes and condolences are extended to partner Elaine. Vale
Peter.




OUT IN OUR COMMUNITY ...Our Club was happy to accept a request to run a
BBQ for the Corpus Christi School for the opening of a new playground. A team
quickly sprang into action. Big thanks to Pres. Gayle, David H, Ken, Lou and George,
who put their hand up to assist and show Rotary and our Club’s presence out in
the community. Special thanks to David Harrison for transporting the BBQ trailer to
the venue and back. Liaising with the staff of Corpus Christi School, last Friday we organised
our gear by setting up, ready to cook the 400 or so, sausages for the hungry ‘cherubs’ and
mums and dads, who, we were told, would be ready for the ‘freebie’ handout. We were shown
our location and set up efficiently with sausages being ordered on a regular basis. After two
hours, darkness was impending as was the cool. But we did well. The Principal, Ms Lisette
Lamb, said she and the team were grateful for our support and it was good to work with peo-
ple who knew what they were doing. They were happy, we were happy but eventually glad to
get into somewhere warm.

MORE FROM THE 50th BIRTHDAY BASH .....A BIG THANK YOU to the Events Team, who
worked together to make our 50™ Anniversary memorable. Thank you too N

to Judy Paynter for her contribution on the night. Thanks too, to Reg E and /7= s,
Numan for their ‘power point shows’. We received many comments of J U,
thank you and appreciation for a wonderful memorable evening. The cake - %IN“’,?&ARN("
had many ‘subtle’ photos taken by many who thought it was “very flash’ =< B
and more than fitting the occasion. (Well done, Numan).

OUR THANKS TO THE CHARTER MEMBERS ... Sincere
thanks to our Guest Photographer, lan Reeves, for his outstanding work in capturing some
wonderful memories of our 50th Birthday celebrations. In particular, lan took some excellent
photographs of our Charter Members receiving their 50th Anniversary pins from President
Gayle. While these images did not make it into last week’s Bulletin, we are pleased to share a
selection here for everyone to enjoy.

Derek Steele is delighted to receive his
pin from Pres. Gayle and Phil Keane’s
hand is also showing he is pretty
“keen” about receiving his.

What a great job the Events Team did
with the room decorations and what a
backdrop for the presentation of Henry
Nogajski’s pin.




DIARY OF EVENTS ..

JUNE

Thurs. 18th Club Assembly

Thurs. 25th Liz Brown - Lifeline

JULY

Thurs. 2nd Change Over Night ***PARTNERS NIGHT”***

Thurs. 30th Patrick Napper - Trip to Ireland et al.

DUTY ROSTER
Date Greeter/ Registration Duty Officers
Chair
Thurs. 18th Gayle Numan & Rose Mike & Ken
Thurs. 25th Peter Anne & Rob Reg & Terry

HERE AND THERE ......
Bookshop toilet saga has come to a head, it is a work in progress, with a new lock to be
installed to make it easy for volunteers.

eYet to be confirmed, on the nights we have a guest speaker, hopefully we will be down-
stairs away from the Bar and raffle draw noises.

e\We have received our power bill for the Chapel and will be paid for the first time as we
move out of credit.

eMike Townsend talked about their Uganda Project, his enthusiasm will hopefully produce
a positive outcome for the people in the project area. Big positive push in helping the peo-
ple to diversify.

© RAFFLE WINNERS: Numan was happy with the chocolates and Judy took the white wine
AGAIN!!!!

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY ...

“We acknowledge and pay respect to the Tasmanian Aboriginal
people as the traditional and original owners and continuing custodians
of this land on which we gather and acknowledge Elders — past and

present of Lutruwita".




