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“People of Action In and For Our Community” 
@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@ 

18th September ~ “Social Night” 
@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@ 

We welcomed back Numan who spoke about his Receiving his “Peace Award” ~  

Leader Award in Leadership sponsored by Global Empire Events Ltd. ~ at the World 

Leaders Summit at Oxford, UK. 
• Numan flew back into Oz last Saturday ~ He opened by telling us he so much 

preferred Australia to England ~ it was a great experience . . . His photos of his time 

in England montage were great!!! More on page five . . . 

• “Life has never been a smooth road for me, it has been a journey marked by sacrifice, 

patience, and resilience. I was born into a middle-class family where love was 

abundant, but opportunities were scarce. The turning point of my life came when I 

lost my father, the pillar of my strength. His absence left a void that could never be 

filled, but it also gave me a purpose: to carry forward his dreams and fulfill the wishes he once held close 

to his heart. 

• From a very young age, I learned to put others before myself. While my friends enjoyed the carefree 

pleasures of life, I often sacrificed my own desires so that those around me could smile. I never wanted to 

see anyone in pain; their happiness became my happiness. I gave up countless opportunities for my own 

joy just to ensure others did not feel left behind. 

• For nine years, I lived in a boarding school, away from the comfort of home and the warmth of family. 

Loneliness became my companion, yet I never shared my emotions, my struggles, or the silent battles I 

fought inside. My family never saw the tears I held back, because I didn’t want to burden them with my 

pain. I carried my hardships quietly, with a smile on my face, so they could sleep in peace. Despite 

everything, I never stopped dreaming, not for myself, but for others. My heart was always drawn to 

humanity, to service, to helping those in need. I found joy in giving, in uplifting, in being a source of 

strength for people who had none. Whenever I saw someone in pain, I felt it deeply, and it became my 

mission to ease their suffering in whatever way I could. 

• Years later, life brought me to Australia, where I continued walking the same path of service. I dedicated 

myself to helping humanity in every way possible, without expecting anything in return. Here, I also faced 

challenges of a different kind.  

• When I first started working in Australia in 2015, things were not easy. I faced exploitation from 

employers, sometimes forced to do unpaid work, other times earning as little as $11 an hour. On top of 

that, I suffered a workplace injury, and instead of receiving support, I was left to struggle alone. I endured 

pain, bed rest, and tears while continuing my master’s degree.  

 

 

 



• Those were some of the darkest days of my life, but I refused to give up. I chose to stay strong, and from 

that struggle I developed a deeper commitment to help newcomers in Australia so they would not have to 

face the same pain I did. 

•  Life tested me further when my son, at just one year old, underwent open-heart surgery. Doctors told me 

that two more surgeries would still be needed. At that time, I had to make the heartbreaking decision to 

leave my wife and son in Pakistan. My heart was torn, but my determination to create stability for them 

kept me going. 

•  At times, I encountered racism, especially in the workplace. But instead of letting it break me, I chose to 

respond with patience, kindness, and positive actions. Over time, I changed many minds and hearts, 

proving that respect and unity are built not through words, but through consistent deeds and sincerity. 

• To me, recognition was never the goal, it was always about fulfilling my late father’s wish to see me 

highlighted globally, knowing I had been there for my community whenever needed. Yet along this 

journey, life rewarded me with blessings I never imagined. 

• I have been humbled to receive numerous awards and recognitions, including: Born to Serve Humanity 

Award by the International Human Rights Organisation, Young Leader Award by the Ministry of Human 

Rights and Opportunity Club Pakistan, Debates Winner (among all nationalities) at Central Queensland 

University Australia, genU WISER Values Award Winner Australia, International Iconic Leadership 

Award Australia, Li-Ve Tasmania Exceeding Expectations Program Excellence Award, and Honorary 

Student (Community Services) recognition from the Australia Institute of Business & Technology. 

• In addition, I was a Nominee of the Heather & Christopher Chong Award (2024 & 2025), Nominee of the 

Blue Line Diversity & Inclusion Award (2024), and Semi-finalist of the Blue Line Diversity & Inclusion 

Award (2025). I am the Peace Ambassador through Global Peace Chain and most recently, I was honoured 

with the International Leadership Award at Leaders, Oxford University in the UK, where I proudly 

represented both Australia and Pakistan. I feel proud that I have represented both Australia and Pakistan 

on such a prestigious platform, a moment that reflects not just my journey, but the unity of two nations I 

hold close to my heart. 

• These achievements are not just mine; they belong to many. I dedicate them to my late father, who 

sacrificed his life so that I could shine, and to my mother, whose prayers never left me. To the people of 

Palestine and to all those struggling across the world, whose resilience fuels my determination to serve. 

To volunteers, donors, colleagues, friends, and family who gave me strength. 

• I was even prepared to sacrifice my dream of attending the UK award ceremony. At that time, I was 

financially supporting a family whose son wanted to go to Saudi Arabia for work, so they would no longer 

be dependent on my income. I paid $8,000 to help secure his visa, choosing his future over my own dream. 

And just when I thought I would miss this milestone, the Rotary Club Howrah stepped in with their 

incredible support. Their kindness proved to me once again that when you do good for others, good things 

eventually find their way back to you. I extend heartfelt gratitude to the Rotary Club Howrah for their 

incredible support, without which standing at Oxford would not have been possible. I don’t have enough 

words to truly express my gratitude to Rotary Club Howrah, but please know that your support turned a 

dream into reality. 

• My story is not about what I lost, but about what I chose to give. And in giving, I discovered the 

truest form of happiness: the smile on someone else’s face.” 

• WOW Numan ~ what a story!!!!  

Here & There: 
• Next week: Our first ‘new-programmed’ Thursday-social night 

Thursday September 18th = Come prepared members!!!!! 

Australian Rotary Health's Lift the Lid on Mental Illness campaign includes a 

Rotary Club of Howrah Hat Day initiative, 

held annually on World Mental Health Day, in 

either September or October. The event 

encourages members to make/wear “fun” hats, raise 

awareness about the 1 in 5 Australians experiencing mental illness, and collect  

 

 

https://www.google.com/search?cs=0&sca_esv=db9cdbb1b8ffe5c0&q=Australian+Rotary+Health&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwigyO2m3ouPAxVnXGwGHbsbCE0QxccNegQIAxAB&mstk=AUtExfAOm8TNe8VRCNCfKSAyh28El1zepl8fywVcAEEglitNa9TU735uQEGpq_nJZ5UDEE06ThcJ-hXsHJCoxPv6OBHwPd2MWatGCjmKfJa55OXEvX7O_lilgE_N-eh0ac-jkls&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?cs=0&sca_esv=db9cdbb1b8ffe5c0&q=Lift+the+Lid+on+Mental+Illness&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwigyO2m3ouPAxVnXGwGHbsbCE0QxccNegQIAxAC&mstk=AUtExfAOm8TNe8VRCNCfKSAyh28El1zepl8fywVcAEEglitNa9TU735uQEGpq_nJZ5UDEE06ThcJ-hXsHJCoxPv6OBHwPd2MWatGCjmKfJa55OXEvX7O_lilgE_N-eh0ac-jkls&csui=3


donations for mental health research and in turn, win a prize for your effort, (Baseball caps 

do not qualify, unless to add a ‘touch of fun’ to them). Stay tuned re the evening’s event with 

“Celebrity Heads”. (The Celebrity Heads game, also known as "Who Am I?," is a guessing 

game where players try to identify a celebrity or other famous person, character, or object 

stuck to their forehead. Players can only ask yes or no questions to the other players to 

figure out their identity). Team leaders, Karin, Anne and Gayle will tell you all about it 

next week in detail ~ it’ll take place downstairs at BYC ~ come prepared for a fun night!!! 

 

• “The Events Team” is already working on the next Social-

Thursday (16th October) so watch this space for news, as to “the 

what and the where”!!!!! They may ask your availability, so they 

humbly ask that you please respond promptly by email or SMS. 

 

• If members are going to be absent for a regular meeting at the BYC, could you please 

text (or email) President Elect Anne Reeves on 0411 664 361 or President Gayle Smith 

on 0409 002 026 or Events Co-ordinator-Sergeant George Toepfer on 0407 310 822 

before 12 noon on a Thursday. Current practice is that members who apologise for not 

being able to attend a meeting, will be acknowledged as such, in the Bulletin. 

Apologies for this week: Rob W, Sue M, Robyn, Sandra, Riley, Terry.   

 

Remember members, communication is the key!!!! 
 

• Projects Director Sue Morris constantly advises us, that we are now a registered charity 

for the Recycle Rewards. To be involved members need to download the app. and choose the 

Rotary Club of Howrah as your designated charity, then process your cans and bottles at the 

centre behind Shoreline Shopping Centre and the reward money will be 

donated to our Club. For more details contact Sue M but you’ll need to wait 

until she returns from OS after the 24th of September.  

Go on ~ help the Club out in a really easy way! 

 

• Quote overheard recently and the a/editor felt it was worth passing on: “You can 

learn something from everyone you meet, and that includes the biggest ‘buffoon’ you come 

across. But it is how you interpret the knowledge learnt, that is the building experience”. 

 

• RAWCS - Rotary Australia World Community Service ~ one of those Rotary acronyms 

you’ll hear often (especially from International Service Director, Terry), when we help overseas disasters, 

floods or wherever help is needed and where we can support if we are able ~ be it a money donation or with 

the purchase of Shelter Boxes, where best needed. (Where possible, our Club tries to distribute our 

‘donation’ ~ whatever it may be ~ through a RAWCS agency in the country where it applies ~ thus keeping 

it in ROTARY hands from start to the place where it is most needed). 
 

 

 

https://www.google.com/search?cs=0&sca_esv=db9cdbb1b8ffe5c0&q=Who+Am+I%3F&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiO-dTf74uPAxVdSmwGHcmkFiUQxccNegQIDxAB&mstk=AUtExfBKflzf9A-KixqEcNzkVnpz4LlHuYlJ53M21ruA2rX_2wTa9CblDO2ColAND_AYt8Lryns8Sj51tsJ8TrdKHYSu0Y0rRpUDcP3C72Jy6zpbFwIs0ap_-iSeA59eivIjv10&csui=3
https://rotary9830.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8e71265501c713078209a815b&id=e437b2ada1&e=78559c881f


• The Rotary Youth Exchange program  is being mentored by Lou ~ our student ~ Hunter 

Jenner, will come to talk to the Club. 

• The Constitution went to the Board and was sent off to Michael Plunket District Finance 

Manager 9830 Rotary Tasmania. 

 

• Our “Bookshop-reside” is still a work in progress ~ so watch this 

space ~ BUT we’re OK till the end of THIS year (end of December) ~ so 

let’s make hay whilst the sun shines and make some good deals that work 

for us ~ we are having a good run BUT we can keep on running with 

positive thought.!!! Last week we had a good result ~ Stay tuned for 

updates! A big thank you to new member, Judy Paynter, for taking on the 

Bookshop roster ~ much appreciated Judy! 

 

• David Harrison reported that there is a hold on the boat co-operation-rebuild at the 

prison as the liaison person is currently on leave. 

 

• President Gayle explained the “Duty roles” of ‘the Chair’~ meet the guest speaker, look 

after their needs, be it AV set-up, or food and drink ~ what registration entails and ‘getting 

the room ready for the meeting duty’ by those “on duty”. 

 

• Working with vulnerable people ~ any members who do not 

have a current card are very much encouraged to do so ~ please go 

online ~ fill in the necessary documentation and pay ~ keep the 

receipt and the Club will reimburse you ~ thanks everyone. 
@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@ 

September Birthdays: 17th Sept ~ Gaylee Chick / 18th Sept ~ George Toepfer 

No anniversaries at this time to the a/editor’s knowledge. . . 
@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@ 

Raffle Winners: Numan was very happy as it was his first win, and he took the chocolates. 

Suzie also took a box of chocolates as second prize. 
@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@ 

Diary of Events: 
18th September ~ “First Thursday-Social Night” ~ downstairs at BYC ~ got your Hat??? 

25th September ~ Judy Paynter ~ newest member talk ~ we’ll be downstairs again. 
@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@ 

Duty Roster: 
Thursday 18th of Sept: Chair: Gayle, Anne & Karin ~ Rotary Hat Day & “Celebrity Head” Game. 

Downstairs room ~ Registration: Sandra & Mike 

Thursday 25th of Sept: Chair: David H Registration: Karin & Gloria Duty Officers: Raza & Numan 

Downstairs in the BYC-Marina Bar again 
@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@ 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY . . . 
“We acknowledge and pay respect to the Tasmanian Aboriginal people as the 
traditional and original owners and continuing custodians of this land on which 
we gather and acknowledge Elders past and present of Lutruwita”. 
@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@ 

 
 
 
 



 

 


