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SALLY AND MIKE TOWNSEND  -  UGANDA EXPERIENCE                                                    

PATRICK NAPPER -  Junior Beekeeping Conference in Ireland.  

HAPPY BOWLERS ARE GOOD BOWLERS (maybe?) ….. 
Nine members of the Rotary Club of Howrah attended the Bowls Night 
hosted by the Sandy Bay Rotary Club at the Howrah Indoor Bowling Centre 
last Monday evening.  The evening began with some coaching, mainly   
focused on learning how to use the bowl’s bias correctly to avoid drifting 
into neighbouring players’ games. Following the practice session, members 
enjoyed a delicious barbecue dinner accompanied by a variety of salads and 
equally delightful desserts.                                                                                                                      
One highlight of the evening was the fun “spider” competition, where around 35 bowlers 
formed a large circle around a plastic spider placed in the centre of the rink. On the call of 
“Go!”, everyone attempted to bowl 
as close as possible to the spider. A 
Howrah Rotarian was delighted to 
win the red wine prize.                              
The evening concluded with a   
friendly match between two four-
person Howrah teams. The        
Steamrollers - Gayle, Rob, Robyn W 
and Chris (Sandy Bay RC)  claimed the 
glory after defeating the High Rollers 
of David, Judy, Sue and Brett, who 
put up a  spirited effort. Our sincere 
thanks to the Sandy Bay RC for their 
hospitality, great food and fellowship.  
Get ready for next year! Top picture shows Pres. Gayle leading the Steamrollers to victory.                         

With bowls in hand and ready for action are Judy, Gayle, Rob, Robyn, David, Sue, Susie and Brett.    



 

 BOOK SHARING NIGHT ….. 
 George -   The Crossing. Sophie Matterson. An epic story of leaving everything 
behind to find purpose, adventure and love by crossing 4750km of rugged 
Australian terrain with five wild camels, from the Shark Bay in WA to Byron Bay 
in NSW. Highly Recommended.                                                                                                                 
Robyn  - Seven Sisters. Lucinda O’Riley. In The Seven Sisters, Maia D’Apliese 
reunites with her five adopted sisters at their childhood home, Atlantis, on Lake 
Geneva after the death of their father. Given a clue to her origins, Maia travels 
to Rio de Janeiro to uncover the truth about her past. The first of 8 books.  
Highly Recommended.                                                                                                                    
Rob - The Wager.  David Grann.  The Wager tells the true story of an 18th-
century British naval shipwreck off the coast of Patagonia. After the crew of 
HMS Wager is stranded, the survivors face starvation, mutiny and murder, 
leading to conflicting stories when they finally return to England.                
Highly Recommended                                                                                                           
Mike - Cole's Funny Picture Book. E.W. Cole. The famous Australian children’s 
puzzle and humour book associated with the rainbow-fronted Cole's Book 
Arcade in Melbourne. It was first published in 1879 and is filled with puzzles, 
jokes, stories, poems and quirky Victorian illustrations.  Highly Recommended. 
 
David Taylor - Hudson Fysh.  Grantlee Kieza. Hudson Fysh is a biography of Sir 
Hudson Fysh, the pioneering aviator who co-founded Qantas and helped 
transform Australian air travel. The book traces Fysh’s journey from a troubled 
childhood in Tasmania to service as a Light Horse soldier at Gallipoli and later as 
a daring pilot in World War I. Highly Recommended.                                                                                      
 
Sally  - Dirt Music.  Tim Winton. Dirt Music is a haunting Australian novel set 
along the rugged coast of Western Australia. It follows Georgie Jutland, who 
feels trapped in an unhappy relationship, and Luther Fox, a mysterious loner 
haunted by tragedy. As their lives intertwine, the story explores love, loss, guilt, 
and the healing power of nature and music against the backdrop of the remote 
Australian landscape. Highly Recommended.  
Reg - Van Diemen’s Land: Hell in Heaven.  E.T. Emmett  The book is a historical 
novel based on the experiences of three generations of the Emmett family, who 
arrived in early colonial Tasmania as free settlers in 1819. Set against the harsh 
yet beautiful backdrop of Van Diemen’s Land, the story blends history, 
adventure, drama and humour while exploring life among convicts, settlers and 
Aboriginal Tasmanians during the colony’s turbulent early years. Highly 
Recommended.                                                                                                            
Karin -  The Jam Maker. Mary-Lou Stephens. The Jam Maker is a historical 
novel set in rural Tasmania in the early 1900s. It follows Hilda, a young woman 
who becomes involved in the booming fruit-growing industry and the making 
of jams and preserves. As she struggles with family expectations, hardship, 
love, and social change, the story explores resilience, friendship, and life in 

Tasmania’s pioneering communities.     Highly Recommended  



 

  SOME MORE SHARING OF BOOKS ….. 
Bob -  Otter Country - Miriam Darlington. The book is a nature memoir that follows 
the  author’s journey across Britain in search of otters. Blending travel writing, wild-
life observation and personal reflection, the book explores the elusive lives of otters 
and the rivers, coastlines and wetlands they inhabit, while celebrating the beauty 
and fragility of the natural world. Highly Recommended. 
 
Peter - Australians of the Year 1960-2010 - Wendy Lewis celebrates fifty years of 
the Australian of the Year awards by profiling the inspiring Australians who shaped 
the nation from 1960 to 2010. The book highlights the lives, achievements and con-
tributions of recipients from many fields including science, sport, medicine, the arts, 
community service and public life, reflecting Australia’s changing identity and values 
over five decades.  Highly Recommended.   
 

Ken - Blood Meridian  - Cormac McCarthy. Blood Meridian is a dark, violent western 
novel that follows a teenage runaway known only as “the Kid” as he joins a brutal 
gang of scalp hunters roaming the Texas–Mexico borderlands in the mid-1800s. Led 
in part by the terrifying and philosophical Judge Holden, the group descends into 
extreme violence and chaos, exploring themes of human cruelty, destiny, and surviv-

al in the American frontier. Highly Recommended.  
 
David Harrison - Burke and Wills: The Crossing. Tells the dramatic true story of the 
first attempt to cross Australia from south to north. Led by explorers Robert O’Hara 
Burke and William John Wills, the expedition set out from Melbourne in 1860 with 
huge public      support, but poor leadership, harsh conditions, lack of supplies and 
bad decisions led to disaster. Although they reached the Gulf of Carpentaria region, 
most of the party perished on the return journey, making it one of Australia’s most famous and 
tragic exploration stories.  Highly Recommended.  
TWO BOOKS WERE NOT RECOMMENDED. 
Robyn Harrison is a member of a Book Group which meets regularly to discuss a 
book chosen by the readers.  This book was not  finished by some readers, one didn’t 
start and only two saw it through to the end. 
Birnam Wood is a tense literary thriller about an idealistic guerrilla gardening collec-
tive that becomes entangled with a wealthy American billionaire in remote New Zea-
land. As ambition, secrecy and environmental activism collide, loyalties unravel and the group is 
drawn into a dangerous struggle over power, morality and survival. 
  
Sue - The Subtle Art of Not Giving a Hoot (or a word to that effect). Mark Manson.    It is a self-
help book that argues happiness comes not from avoiding problems, but from choosing which 
problems are worth caring about. Using blunt humour and practical advice, Manson encourages 
readers to stop chasing constant positivity and instead focus on what truly matters in life. Sue gave 
it a try but it wasn’t her cup of tea- say no more. 
Many thanks to everyone who shared a book. It was a very eclectic collection with plenty of  
interesting stories and information to ponder.  Check out the Rotary Bookshop before you rush 
off to buy a brand new copy of any books that caught your eye.     



 

 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY …… 

 “We acknowledge and pay respect to the Tasmanian  Aboriginal       
people as the traditional and original owners and continuing custodians 

of this land on which we gather and acknowledge Elders – past and   
present of Lutruwita". 

 DUTY ROSTER  

Date Greeter/

Chair 

Registration Duty Officers 

Thurs. 28th  Judy Robyn & Lou Peter  & David T   

Thurs. 4th Gayle  Anne & Judy Bob & David H 

DIARY OF EVENTS …  

MAY                                                                                                                                                                   

Thurs. 28th -   Sally and Mike Townsend - Uganda trip. AND A short talk by Patrick 
Napper about his upcoming trip to Ireland for the Junior Beekeeping Conference. 

JUNE 

Thurs.  4th -   No Meeting 

Fri.   5th -  50th Anniversary,  Shoreline Hotel,  5.00pm 

Thurs.   11th  - TBA 

 

PAYMENTS FOR OUR 50th ANNIVERSARY …... 
Those attending the 50th Anniversary of our Rotary Club are 

asked to pay either $30 for a main course and cake or $40 for 
two courses and cake by bank transfer, EFTPOS at Club meetings 
or cash to President Gayle or Treasurer Numan. Cash needs to be 
in an   envelope with your name and amount on the front.  Club 
bank details are:                                                                                 

BSB -  067103    Account -  28008424.       Reference: Your 
name. 
***Please complete your payment by Thursday 28th May. 
 

•  RAFFLE WINNERS: Karin took the red for the second week in a row and Robyn 
grabbed the chocs and not the red wine much to David’s disappointment. 


