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50th ANNIVERSARY OF THE ROTARY CLUB OF HOWRAH  

SALLY AND MIKE TOWNSEND  - BACK TO UGANDA …..                        
Mike and Sally flew a month later than planned, via Johannesburg, 
then with Rwanda Air to Uganda, where they became busy in the 
time they would spend there. Why do they do it you may ask?   
They started with two plots of land and are committed to make 
their project succeed.  Clean water being a priority for local use 
and the seed distribution to over 60 families. Their project was 
exciting  the soil is fertile and the rain and sun helped with prolific 
growth. The try to help those who do not have land of their own to 
produce good food.  They are supported all by the locals contrib-
uting through the hard work. 

Establishing a sewing school has helped many, who are mainly school dropouts, to learn skills to 
help themselves and for their future. The Community Feeding Program has been created in a 
‘happy atmosphere’ where many are fed and they also love to come for the interesting games 
(jigsaws etc) and painting facilities provided. Opportunities to show local skills are on show like  
making a skipping rope from locally grown banana leaves and they even make a useful and  
playable soccer ball from banana leaves too.                                                                                       
Sally & Mike were particularly struck by the poor and ‘the broken’ but were encouraged by their 
enthusiasm to overcome their poverty.                                                                                                 
The have been involved about seven years since they went to Uganda and are inspired by locals 
who started them on their ‘supportive journey’. Their program to help and work with support is 
commendable and their work is a start and hopefully will lead to greater things. Ebola is having 
a devastating and catastrophic effect on the country but both Sally & Mike believe in the future. 

Thanks Sally & Mike you are inspiring  and remember that “big things from little things grow!” 



 

 
PATRICK NAPPER   - JUNIOR BEE KEEPER OFF TO IRELAND ….    

Patrick, accompanied by mum, Rebecca, informed us about 
himself and what was in store for him in the near future. 
Currently Patrick is head prefect at Bayview College and lives in 
Sandford.  He joined us with his mum Rebecca to talk about his 
upcoming trip to Ireland for the Junior Beekeeping Conference  
Patrick is the only Tasmanian, who has been selected in the 
Australian Youth Bee-keeping Team and leaves for Ireland on 
the 26th of June.                                                                                                                      
At 15, Patrick is preparing to attend a beekeeping ‘seminar’. He 
started by going to a local get-together to learn all about bees. In a recent competition, 
young beekeepers met to enhance their skills, 8 tried out and Patrick was successful in 
gaining a place on the team to further his knowledge and is hoping to inspire others in 
Tasmania with what he learns.                                                                                                                        
Apart from Northern Ireland, he is also going to Scotland and the Netherlands, one of 
the sponsors of the intended program. Pollination is one of the educational areas in 
which he aims to gain new knowledge. His skills will be enhanced in both theoretical 
but in practical methods in building sound useful hives and best honey-extraction 
practices. He loves delving into the scientific area of beekeeping.                                  
Recently at the age of 15, he was an Associate Judge in the Honey Section of the Royal 
Tasmanian Fine Foods Awards. Patrick’s obsession has developed into a strong passion.                      
His Mum is terrified of bees despite Patrick’s reassurances that they are OK. Patrick 
says that Tasmania is good for beekeeping and easy to control. Other state beekeepers 
are not as  strict in self-covering which is the practice in Tasmania.                                      
For someone who is only 15, Patrick is well-versed in his “chosen industry” but says 
Tasmanian native bees are going through a harsh decline. 

Well done Patrick, stay safe on your trip, enjoy building new skills and all the very 
best in your future.  Patrick returns in July and is happy to report back to the Club on 
the 30th of July. 

OUT IN THE COMMUNITY ….                                                      
We received this request from Corpus Christi Primary School: “We are having a grand 
opening of a new playground on Friday 12th of June at 3.30pm. We were wondering 
if you could run our BBQ like you have done at our last events?”  
Our Club are happy to oblige, and a team quickly sprang into 
action. Big thanks to Pres. Gayle, David H, Terry, Ken, Lou and 
George, who put their hand up to assist and show Rotary and our 
Club’s presence out in the community.  Thanks also to David 
Harrison for transporting the BBQ trailer there and back. Future 
developments in the pipeline. 

 

 



 

  HERE AND THERE …. 
•  A BIG reminder, there is no Rotary meeting next Thursday, as we will be celebrating our 
50th Anniversary the next day. For any late payers attending the 50th Anniversary of our  
Rotary Club are asked to pay ASAP either $30 for a main course and cake or $40 for two 
courses and cake by bank transfer or cash to President Gayle. Cash needs to be in an envelope 
with your name and amount on the front.  
Club bank details are: BSB - 067103 - Account - 28008424. Reference:    Your name. 

• A THANK YOU LETTER FROM SPORT CLIMBER LILY McDERMOTT                                          
Thank you again for your donation of $250 that I used towards the costs of travelling to 
nationals.  I competed in the Sport Climbing Youth Nationals competition in Ballina, NSW on 
the 15th and 16th May 2026. My goal before the competition was to try to make it into the 
top ten as this would enable me to final.  I also wanted to beat my 2025 placings.  Sadly, I 
didn’t final in the lead competition, but I did beat 
my 2025 placing.  I came 12th in the competition 
and I’m now ranked 10th in under 15s in Australia 
for lead. I am pleased with my progress.  The next 
day, I made the finals in my boulder                   
competition.  I qualified in 5th place and came 
3rd in the finals.  As the winner was from NZ, I was 
presented with an Australian silver medal which I 
am very proud of.  I’m now ranked 2nd in under 
15s in Australia for bouldering.                                                                                                                                                   
I would like to thank you again for supporting me.                                                                          
Kind regards  Lily McDermott  Editor Note: I think Lily is on the left. 

• Apologies for last week’s meeting : Rob W, Anne R, Sandra, Riley and Numan.  
 

• Guest: Raghav Mahajan (potential future member). 

 

• RAFFLE WINNERS: Judy took the red without too much thought and George happily took 
the chocolates. 
ROCK CLIMBING HUMOUR:  



 

 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY …… 

 “We acknowledge and pay respect to the Tasmanian  Aboriginal       
people as the traditional and original owners and continuing custodians 

of this land on which we gather and acknowledge Elders – past and   
present of Lutruwita". 

 DUTY ROSTER  

Date Greeter/

Chair 

Registration Duty Officers 

Fri. 5th 50th ANNIVERSARY  HOWRAH ROTARY 

Thurs. 11th Bob Karin & Judy David H & George 

Thurs. 18th Gayle Numan & Rose Mike & Ken 

Thurs. 25th Peter  Anne & Rob Reg & Terry 

DIARY OF EVENTS …  

JUNE 

Fri. 5th       50th Anniversary Shoreline Hotel.  5.00pm. 

Thurs.   11th  Scott Gadd from the Agricultural Society.        Board meeting!  

Thurs.  18th  Club Assembly 

Thurs. 25th  Liz Brown   -  Lifeline 

JULY 

Thurs. 3rd   Club Assembly and Board Meeting. 

Thurs. 30th   Patrick Napper - Trip to Ireland et al. 


